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AXE YOUR CAR, JOIN THE CLUB

A display on low carbon, cost saving  travel options for Bute will be on show during the day on Friday 19th and Saturday 20th March in the Fyne Homes office on Gallowgate, Rothesay. Outside, a display of low carbon travel options will include an electric scooter and a car club car with remote access, i.e. no key is required to get into it.
 
The display is hosted by Towards Zero Carbon Bute as part of a public engagement exercise to find out if a car club would work on Bute.  People are invited to come along and have their say on how different low carbon travel options would work on Bute.  For people who cannot attend during the day, and for potential car club members, there will also be a presentation on car clubs on Friday 19th March at 7.30 by Chas Ball, founder of City Car Club, the car club operators in Edinburgh.
Members of the public visiting the display will also be able to examine the potential use and operating costs of an electric scooter.  Charge Ltd., a UK company based in Edinburgh, a major supplier of electric scooters, will be on hand to demonstrate their use and answer questions.
 
Display organisers, Richard Armitage Transport Consultancy, are currently carrying out a feasibility study for Towards Zero Carbon Bute on the potential for an island car club.  In time, the new generation of electric vehicles may form part of the car club, hopefully powered by local renewable energy.
 
“The prospect of a car club as part of our low carbon travel plan will help us find ways of reducing the island’s carbon emissions, and therefore our impact on climate change", said Sheena Stone of Towards Zero Carbon Bute. 

"If we can link this to the marketing of Bute as a tourist destination, it could help in attracting people who like a place where there are fewer cars, and people who’d like to try out low carbon transport options.  
“Making it possible for people to come to Bute without a car means we must have the potential for them to rent a car, or possibly a scooter. The car club we are looking at may be able to do this and encourage more use of bike hire, buses and taxis. It would also allow some households the opportunity to give up a second car that is rarely used - or even to give up car ownership altogether, whilst still having access to a car when it was needed."
 
Held at the Fyne Homes office in Gallowgate, Rothesay, access to the display is free and runs from 10.30 – 5.30 Friday 19th and 9.30 – 12.30 Saturday 20th March.  The Friday night event starts at 7.30 sharp.  For more information contact Sheena or Karen on 01700 504636, or info@tzcb.org.uk. 
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Towards Zero Carbon Bute, is funded by the Scottish Government’s Climate Challenge Fund and will initially run for two years.  Its overall aim is to reduce Bute’s carbon footprint by 25% over this period to minimise the island’s impact on climate change.  As well as calculating the islands overall carbon footprint, it will help households to calculate their own carbon footprints in order to reduce them and to reduce their energy usage and bills.  It also signposts people and businesses towards grant funding, and advice on insulation, and in-house energy generation.

For more information please contact:

Sheena Stone, Towards Zero Carbon Bute Project Manager, 01700 504636

Towards Zero Carbon Bute, 7 Castle Street, Rothesay, PA20 9HA 01700 504636
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